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Report from the 
Commodore 
Judith Boerdner

As our Boating Season draws nearer, it's truly 
uplifting to witness the activity around the 
club.  The collective efforts of our members 
during the work parties, both on the grounds 
and docks, as well as the inside clean-up, 
demonstrates our members in action, and it's 
a wonderful sight!  

As we approach the club's opening, I urge 
you to mark your calendars for June 1st, 
2024, to join in the celebration alongside 
fellow members. 

A heartfelt appreciation goes out to the 10 
women (and 3 men) who lent their helping 
hands during our clubhouse "clean-out party."  
Together, we sifted through years of 
accumulated items, donating what we no 
longer needed or had in excess to assist our 
neighbors in need within the community. 

Regarding inquiries about the Memorial 
Garden plans, it currently remains a 
cherished vision—a meaningful endeavor to 
honor, respect, and express gratitude to our 
past members for their unwavering years of 
service and dedication.  Inspired by Linda 
Witt's passion for gardening, this idea has 
blossomed into a tribute to all our departed 
members, whose love for NYRC, dedication, 
and support have shaped our club's journey.  
We invite any member with suggestions or 
that would like to help or contribute to reach 
out; our aim is for this garden to flourish and 
evolve throughout the seasons to come. 

I'll be away on a family vacation during the 
upcoming meeting, however, do not hesitate 
to reach out to me for any problems or 
concerns; and I look forward to seeing 
everyone at our upcoming events. 

Judi  

2024 Club 
Member 

Meetings 
7:30pm

March 6th 
April 3rd 
May 1st 
June 5th  
July 2nd* 

August 7th 
September 4th  
October 2nd 

November 6th 
December 4th

Memorial Garden        May 1st 
Planning Meeting       6:30 pm   
Club Meeting               May 1st 
                                    7:30 pm 
Installation                 May 4th 
of Mains                     7:30 am 
The Kentucky              May 4th 
Derby Party                 5 pm 
Crane Day                    May 18th 
                                    7:30 am 
Opening Ceremonies/  June 1st 
2024 Official Club        TBD 
          Opening Party 
Club Meeting               June 5th 
                                    7:30 pm 
Club Meeting               July 2nd * 
                                    7:30 pm 

Remember to stop by The Club for 
FRIDAY Happy Hour

Buffalo LightHouse  
Photo take by Dave Vogan Photography



Hi All, 
  
Kentucky Derby Party is a few days away!!  Get 
your tickets by contacting Jamie Castellani 
(jwillison117@gmail.com) or Heather Cooper 
(hrgibbs@buffalo.edu).  Tickets will also be 
available at the May’s General Meeting.   

June 1st is the 2024 Official Club Opening 
Party.  Details will be shared at the May General 
Meeting.  

May has arrived and it is “Game Time!”  With everyone’s help, we will be a few weeks away from 
having the marina ready for boats.   

The Dock Work Parties are scheduled for May 4th at 7:30am and May 18th at 7:30am.  This is a 
great opportunity to get out in the fresh air and hang out with your fellow club members as well as 
helping to get the docks ready for the season.  Last year, we had great turnouts which made it an easy 
task.  Please plan on attending both work dates, all are invited, bring a friend, relative or co-worker. 

We have a few rentable boat and jet ski docks available.  If you know someone who is looking, please 
have them contact me for more information. 

THE LIGHTHOUSE        

Three applications have been posted during the 
month of April to review and we will be voting 
at May’s General Meeting.     

Gregory and Liana Sauers, Duane and Shirley 
Santos, and Jason and Stephanie Marshall.   

It’s great to see our membership grow.   

Applications are online.   

Report from the Harbor Master 
Frank Rocco
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Report from the Fleet 
Captain  
Lori Willison 

Report from the Rear 
Commodore 
Paul Varga

News & Links 
NRYC Kentucky Derby 
Party 
Click Here 


NRYC Event Contact 
Information 
Click Here


All operators of motorized 
vessels, regardless of age, 
will need a boating safety 
certificate by January 1, 
2025. 
NYS Boating Safety 
Certificate 
Click Here


Fire Extinguisher 
Regulations  
Click Here


National Weather Service 
Click Here


Marine Forecast 
Click Here


Navigational Rules Video 
Click Here


Marine Navigation Rules 
Click Here


Canadian Customs 
Reporting Requirements 
Click Here


U.S. Customs Reporting 
Requirements 
Click Here


AED Training Video 
Click Here


Report from the Vice Commodore 
Mark Knerr

Thank you so much for all the help with the Shoreline Work Repair Party last month.  We had 14 
members come out.  I am extremely grateful for all the help!  

I will be looking for 1 or 2 volunteers to help with staining the outside tables.  It looks like we will only 
need one coat this year.  Please contact me if you are willing to assist.  

I am happy to announce that our new club cleaning service will start the beginning of this month.  This 
will be a 12 month contract, which at that time, the board will revisit whether or not we want to renew 
the contract.  

Thank you for all the help getting the club ready for the upcoming season. 

mailto:hrgibbs@buffalo.edu
https://www.niagarariveryachtclub.org/nryc-kentucky-derby-party
https://www.niagarariveryachtclub.org/nryc-events-contact-information
https://parks.ny.gov/boating/education.aspx
https://www.boatus.org/fire-extinguishers/
https://www.weather.gov/buf/
https://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/data/Forecasts/FZUS51.KBUF.html
https://youtube.com/watch?v=BxprkCx29Fs
https://www.boatus.com/expert-advice/expert-advice-archive/2015/december/marine-navigation-rules
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers/pleasure-boat-overview
https://americanaed.com/dvd/frx
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  Mother’s Day 
May 12, 2024 

Memorial Day 
May 27, 2024   

 NRYC Memorial Garden Meeting 

Please join us before our May Meeting to plan our 
NRYC Memorial Garden on May 1st at 
6:30pm.   

We need everyone who is interested in planning, 
building and maintaining our garden!   
If you can’t make the meeting and you are 
interested in helping, please contact Susan Pyne.   

Our goal is to start this project before the Club 
Opening on June 1st. 

NRYC merchandise is ordered 
through Vintage Buffalo Inc.  
You can bring in your own shirt 
or other items to have 
customized with the NRYC 
Logo.  Orders are usually 
fulfilled in a timely manner.      

April 13, 2024   
Operation Organize the Club 

Special thank you to everyone that 
helped at our Clean-Up & Organize 
the Club Party. 

NRYC Happenings… 
April 6, 2024 - Shoreline Repair Work
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3:11 pm 

NRYC Happenings… 
April 8, 2024 -Solar Eclipse Party

3:20 pm 3:23 pm 3:28 pm 

3:20 pm 



 Buffalo’s waterfront 1938 

Lake Erie’s Fury 

THE LIGHTHOUSE        
May 2024 

Niagara River 
Yacht Club

Efficiency of 
Great Lakes 

Shipping 

Even though 
the cargo ship 
capacity far 
exceeds the 

other methods 
of transport, 
all three are 

needed.   

Marine Shipping 
in the Great 

Lakes   
Learn more here


The Benefits of 
Barge 

Transportation   
Learn more here

On March 28, The tug Breaker II was Spotted 
towing a section of the Ice Boom up the 
Buffalo River trailed by its partner, 

Joncaire II.   

 
Crystal 
Beach 

in  
1975  

& 
2024 

Midwestern Regional Climate Center’s Great Lakes 
climate Report. Highlights of the past winter. 

https://clearseas.org/insights/marine-shipping-in-the-great-lakes-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.archwaymarinelighting.com/inland-waterway/the-benefits-of-barge-transportation/
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2024 NRYC Officers 
Commodore		 	 	 	 Judith Boerdner  

Vice-Commodore	 	 	 Mark Knerr

Rear Commodore		 	 Paul Varga

Fleet Captain	 	 	 	 Lori Willison

Harbormaster	 	 	 	 Frank Rocco

Treasurer	 	 	 	 	 	 Nancy Joseph

Secretary	 	 	 	 	 	 Heather Cooper
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Board of Directors 
PC Chuck Gilinger   	 Scott Brown


Mike Meyers		 	 Dan Rizzo	 	 	 


Paul Vance	 	 	 Carol Varga


Marina Management 
 Ben Cooper	      	 	 	 	 Eric Feathers 
 Steven Flaminio 	 	 	 	 Bob Haug	    


 Raymond Niesser 	 	 	 Dan Rizzo


 Dave Wilbur	      	 	    		 Brian Willison


Bar Committee 
 Scott Brown, Committee Chair/ABC Officer


Webmaster 
 Brian Willison


Newsletter  
Christa Rocco 	 	 	 Editor 


Any member may submit an article or other 
information for the newsletter. 


The deadline is the 25th of the month.

NRYC Merchandise 
Vintage Buffalo Ink 

355 Somerville Ave, Town of Tonawanda 

716-835-4465 

See Paul Varga for more information. 

Niagara River Yacht Club 
43º 1.839’ N, 78º 52.867’ W


346 River Road

North Tonawanda, New York 14120


716.693.2882

www.niagarariveryachtclub.org


Facebook 

Click here 

Reciprocal Yacht Clubs 
You know, as a NRYC Member you can take 

advantage of services at Yacht Clubs around the 
country.  Get the Web password from Judi. 
Local Yacht Club Reciprocal Agreements 

National Yacht Club Reciprocal Agreements

https://www.niagarariveryachtclub.org/reciprocal-clubs
https://www.ycaol.com
http://www.niagarariveryachtclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/Niagara-River-Yacht-Club-NRYC-159341850797125/

